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Over the last few years, many debates on Toronto’s urban planning have taken place. From the repair of the Gardiner Highway to adding a toll lane on Highway 404, each debate has divided the city into two with opposing opinions. Though, none has been as polarizing as the decision on whether to extend TTC’s coverage by adding a new over-ground light rail system or by extending the current underground subway lines. This debate was one of the major election issues and, with the Conservative party winning, the city is developing with a plan to go with the underground extension. 
The current subway is an integral part of our current transit infrastructure. It ferries a large fraction of Torontonians from one edge of the city to the other and is a part of the daily commute for many people working and studying in the downtown core. The ability of the subway system to move this large density of people quickly stems from the fact that it runs on dedicated track systems with no interruptions from outside traffic and, similarly, it does not interrupt other commuting methods. Furthermore, as the subway system is mostly underground, it frees up the street level real estate for other urban development.
Despite these advantages, the subway system is not as widely adopted as one would expect. This is simply because constructing a subway line is prohibitively expensive, unless there is a large density of people to support it. Many areas of Toronto are not densely populated enough to justify building a dedicated subway line. Hence with the current proposal, only a limited number of Torontonians will benefit from the new development. 
A light rail transit (LRT) system is a hybrid version of the current street car and subway system. The defining feature of this system is that it consists of a series of small train cars running on a dedicated track system at street level. Since these tracks are separated from the space that cars occupy on the road, it will have a limited impact on the traffic except at street intersections. For key intersections, this impact can be easily mitigated by building short tunnels or bridges. 
The one shortcoming of this street level track system is that it will use a portion of the road infrastructure. This limits the construction of an LRT system to only major and wide streets, which reduces the coverage of this system. However, the LRT can be coupled with a bus system which will extends its reach to smaller streets through a short bus ride. Once commuters are moved to one LRT line, the small train cars will allow a high density of people to move quickly to their destination. Lastly, as the LRT requires little to no underground tunnels, it is significantly cheaper than a subway system. 
Given these, I believe that constructing a LRT system would satisfy the needs of the city better without spending a large amount of money to build an underground system. I contact my local city councilperson every week to express my support for the alternative LRT system proposal. I urge everyone to do the same. With enough people, we will change the direction the current Toronto Transit design is heading towards!
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